[Multiple endocrine neoplasia].
Multiple endocrine neoplasia (MEN) is dominantly inherited tumor syndromes characterized by multiple endocrine hyperfunctions due to hyperplastic or adenomatous as well as carcinomatous abnormalities. The syndromes are classified into MEN 1, 2A and 2B according with the complex of abnormalities. Hyperparathyroidism is the most common manifestation of MEN 1 and is also associated with MEN 2A. Recent genetic studies revealed that alleleic deletions on chromosome 11q13 are involved in the monoclonal development of endocrine cell in MEN 1 and germ-line mutations of RET proto-oncogene are associated with MEN 2A and 2B. This paper reviews clinical characteristics of MEN 1, 2A and 2B in Japan and presents the respective case reports including the gene analysis.